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Workmen’s
Compensation

A NEW ERA of responsibility and trust for the medi-
cal profession in the administration of the workmen’s
compensation laws of the state has again been pro-
posed by the California Medical Association.

The proposal has come in two appearances of
CM.A. representatives before the Governor’s “blue
ribbon” Workmen’s Compensation Study Commis-
sion. This body has been named to take a close look
at the entire structure of the Industrial Accident
Commission and its processing of the laws relating
to workmen injured in the course of their employ-
ment. :

What the C.M.A. has proposed is that a medical
administrative division be set up within the Indus-
trial Accident Commission, to have as its responsi-
bilities the supervision of all aspects of the compen-
sation law relating to medical care, rehabilitative
services, determination of disability, establishment
of fees to be paid to physicians and the determina-
tion or certification of medical facts in litigated
cases.

This division would be headed by a medical ad-
ministrator, who would have access to a broadly-
based medical advisory committee. Findings of med-
ical fact by this division would be binding upon all
referees and the members of the Industrial Accident
Commission in the absence of substantial evidence
to the contrary.

At this time we have no way of knowing how the
“blue ribbon” commission will handle this proposal
but we are confident that its acceptance and imple-
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mentation would be extremely cheerful news to the
vast majority of physicians in California.

The state’s Industrial Accident Commission was
established more than 50 years ago following pas-
sage of laws which held that society as a whole is
responsible for disabling injuries suffered by any
employed person. These laws placed upon the em-
ployer the immediate responsibility for seeing that
the injured workman received all needed medical
and hospital care and provided that the injured
workman should be paid damages, in lieu of wages,
during his period of disability.

When these laws were first enacted the position
of the medical profession was that this was a matter
of politics, not medicine, and that physicians should
keep hands off. This position left the way wide open
for the adoption of a schedule of minimum fees to
be paid physicians for their treatment of industrial
injury cases. These fees, admittedly low, were stated
to be based on the fees a physician might expect to
receive in his private practice from a patient then
earning an average of $1,000 a year. Please remem-
ber, this was in 1912.

In 1921 it was calculated that the average earn-
ings of those workmen covered by the law were
$1,250 a year and the medical minimum fee sched-
ule was increased by 25 per cent. Since that time no
attention has been paid to the average earnings of
the covered employees.

No change occurred in medical fees in compen-
sation cases until the years of World War 11, when
the insurance carriers voluntarily added a 15 per
cent “surcharge” to the fees they paid. What per-
centage of this added amount represented bidding
in an extremely tight medical market, with one-third
of all practicing physicians having gone to war, and
what percentage to guilt feelings by the insurance
carriers can only be a guess. Nevertheless, the “sur-
charge” remained in effect until the C.M.A. started
to campaign for increased medical fees in the 40’s
and waited more than four years before any progress
was recorded. Since then some changes have been
made in the state laws and changes in the medical
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BeckeR, SAMUEL WiLLiAM, Long Beach. Died August 15,
1964, in Hollywood, aged 70. Graduate of the University of
Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, 1921. Licensed in
California in 1956. Doctor Becker was an associate member
of the Los Angeles County Medical Association.

[ ]
Beppok, PauL, Alhambra. Died August 11, 1964, in Pasa-

dena, aged 72, of acute myocardial infarction—coronary dis-
ease. Graduate of Western Reserve University School of

Medicine, Cleveland, Ohio, 1929. Licensed in California in -

1937. Doctor Beddoe was a retired member of the Los An-
geles County Medical Association and the California Medical
Association, and an associate member of the American Medi-
cal Association.

*

CottreLL, JoHN C., Long Beach. Died September 2, 1964,
in Long Beach, aged 62. Graduate of the University of Colo-
rado School of Medicine, Denver, 1926. Licensed in Cali-
fornia in 1929. Doctor Cottrell was a member of the Los An-
geles County Medical Association.

%

CunNNINGHAM, TeERENCE THOMASs, Jr., Huntington Park.
Died August 16, 1964, in Downey, aged 48, of myocardial in-
farction. Graduate of Marquette University School of Medi-
cine, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 1942, Licensed in California in
1943. Doctor Cunningham was a member of the Los Angeles
County Medical Association.

CurTeRr, RicHARD DEmRICH, Palo Alto. Died August 13,
1964, in Palo Alto, aged 55, of heart disease. Graduate of
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Stanford University School of Medicine, Palo Alto-San Fran-
cisco, 1935. Licensed in California in 1935. Doctor Cutter was
a member of the Santa Clara County Medical Society.

L]

Davis, HARRY WiLLiAM, San Francisco. Died August 30,
1964, in San Francisco, aged 68, of coronary thrombosis.
Graduate of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of San
Francisco, 1920. Licensed in California in 1920. Doctor Davis
was a member of the San Francisco Medical Society.

L]

Hart, CoLBy, Encino. Died September 6, 1964, in Ventura,
aged 59, of heart disease. Graduate of Washington Univer-
sity School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri, 1927, Licensed
in California in 1930. Doctor Hall was a member of the Los
Angeles County Medical Association.

L ]

HurF, Miriam PooL, Los Angeles. Died August 16, 1964,
in Los Angeles. Graduate of the University of Nebraska Col-
lege of Medicine, Omaha, 1923. Licensed in California in
1928. Doctor Huff was a retired member of the Alameda-
Contra Costa Medical Association and the California Medi-
cal Association, and an associate member of the American
Medical Association. *

HurcHinsoN, EMERsoN J., Los Angeles. Died August 19,
1964, aged 53. Graduate of the College of Osteopathic Physi-
cians and Surgeons, 1934. Licensed in California in 1934.
M.D. degree from California College of Medicine, 1962. Doc-
tor Hutchinson was a member of the Forty First Medical
Society. *

HurcHINSON, MARTIN, Santa Rosa. Died August 15, 1964,
in San Francisco, aged 50, of a coronary. Graduate of the
University of California School of Medicine, Berkeley-San
Francisco, 1940. Licensed in California in 1940. Doctor
Hutchinson was a member of the Sonoma County Medical
Society. *

LarseN, JEAN M., Chula Vista. Died in an automobile acci-
dent August 25, 1964, in Mexico, aged 50. Graduate of the
College of Medical Evangelists, Loma Linda—Los Angeles,
1939. Licensed in California in 1948. Doctor Larsen was a
member of the San Diego County Medical Society.

L ]

LiNEER, ALcOT SIEGFRIED, Los Angeles. Died August 25,
1964, in Los Angeles, aged 71, of heart failure secondary to
pneumonectomy for carcinoma, Graduate of the University
of Minnesota Medical School, Minneapolis, 1920. Licensed in
California in 1921. Doctor Lineer was a member of the Los
Angeles County Medical Association.

L]

McBRrmE, REXxFORD WiLLIAM, San Mateo. Died August 26,
1964, in San Mateo, aged 65, of heart disease. Graduate of
Stanford University School of Medicine, Palo Alto-San Fran-
cisco, 1927. Licensed in California in 1927. Doctor McBride
was a member of the San Mateo County Medical Society.

L ]

WiLsoN, P. Epwarp, Pasadena. Died August 5, 1964, in
Pasadena, aged 63, of a coronary. Graduate of the College of
Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons, Los Angeles, 1936.
Licensed in California in 1936. M.D, degree from the Cali-
fornia College of Medicine, 1962. Doctor Wilson was a mem-
ber of the Forty First Medical Society.



